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The scope of our work includes : 

Development of rearing 
systems for:

1. Biological control of 
weeds 

2. Biological control of 
insects.

3. Sterile Insect Release 
Technique (SIT) 

We use scientific approaches 
and modern technologies 
to help solve problems in 
the field. 

We are developing programs 
for training and educating 
field-based costumers.



All our current projects are associated with 

rearing systems on artificial diets
Methods development

Â Knapweeds

Â Light Brown Apple Moth

Â Purple loosestrife

Â Saltcedar

Technology transfer

V Nez Perce Tribal 
Insectory

V Minnesota Department of 
Agriculture

V Colorado Department of 
Agriculture State 
Insectory

V LBAM rearing facility

V Foreign cooperators



Development of rearing systems for beneficial 

root feeders is stepwise process

-Establishing and maintaining 

colonies of adults in captivity.

-Creating an environment for optimal 

oviposition and harvesting.

-Formulating an artificial diet and  

having a suitable environment for 

rearing immature beetle life stages.

-Securing a safe handling, feeding and 

storage system for newly eclosed 

adults for field release. 



Adult laboratory colony:

Â The first requirement for maintaining a 
colony is ability to induce oviposition 
in laboratory or rearing facility.

Â Oviposition was a problem for years:

When collected from the field, females lay 
eggs with no problem.

When reared in the lab, 0 oviposition was 
obtained.

Literature imply that light quality was in 
question.

Full spectrum light did not induce 
oviposition at long light.

Our experiment shows that unlike other 
insects, Cyphoclenusoviposits on short 
light. 

Effect of day length on oviposition 
of Cyphocleonus achetes

Each cage contained 25 
insects. Sex Ratio ~ 
50%Temperature 25EšC

Length of experiment 2  
months


