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Overview

• Strategic Plan
– Mission statement
– Goals
– Objectives

• Statewide monitoring
• Technology Development

– BIAS
– EDDMapS



Idaho’s Strategic Plan

• Mission statement:
“To facilitate the meaningful 

incorporation of biological 
control into long term integrated 
weed management throughout 
the state of Idaho.”

– Goal 1 – Coordination

– Goal 2 – Technology 
Development

– Goal 3 – Education and Outreach

– Goal 4 – Capacity Building

– Goal 5 – Evaluation and 
Assessment
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Evaluation and Assessment

·Develop a comprehensive 
monitoring program
·Monitor releases on federal, 

state, and private lands

·Evaluate biological control 
agent performance

·Evaluate biological control 
program effectiveness and 
areas for potential 
improvement



Technology Development

• Develop a standard 
monitoring protocol

• Identify preferred site 
characteristics

• Identify areas where 
additional research is 
needed

• Develop tools to 
measure ecological 
success

• Develop simple, efficient 
data monitoring sheets



Evaluation and Assessment

• 1st four systems are ready 
for analysis
– Dalmatian toadflax and 

Mecinusjanthinus(MEJA)

– Leafy spurge and Aphthona
spp. (AP)

– Spotted knapweed and 
Cyphocleonusachates
(CYAC)

– Spotted knapweed and the 
Seed Head Weevils (SHW)



SIMP
• SIMP – Standardized 

Idaho Monitoring 
Protocol

• Adopted by Idaho 
and several 
surrounding states

• Access via internet 
on ISDA’s website

– Google “ISDA 
Biological Control”



Monitoring Goals

• Establish a long-term 
data set

• Decrease the burden 
on any one agency

• Standardize the 
process

• Provide baseline 
data for new agents

• Figure out what is 
going on



Next year and into the future…

• Canada thistle and 
Urophora cardui

• Leafy spurge and Oberea 
erythrocephala

• Diffuse knapweed and the 
Seed Head Weevils

• Hoary cress and 
Ceutorhynchus cardariae

• Yellow starthistle and 
Ceratapion basicorne

• Russian knapweed and 
Aulacidea acroptilonica



Technology Development

• Develop a standardized 
analysis tool to assess 
the impact of select 
biological weed control 
agents on their target 
weeds in the field.

• Biocontrol Impact 
Analysis System (BIAS)



BIAS
1) Develop a statistically sound, user friendly 

standardized analysis tool that summarizes 
and identifies trends in SIMP data

2) Create a user friendly interface for the 
analysis tool which will enable land managers 
to query SIMP data sets

3) Incorporate data sets beyond SIMP data to 
allow for exploration of the impacts of select 
environmental co-variables (e.g. precipitation, 
latitude, elevation)



EDDMapS

• Early Detection & 
Distribution Mapping 
System (EDDMapS)

• Web-based mapping of 
invasive species

• U of I and U of G

• Started in 2005 with a SE 
focus

• Data can be searched, 
queried and downloaded



Summary

• Lots going on with 
monitoring

– Data analysis

• BIAS

• EDDMapS

• Lots more…


