
Introduction:  
 
 The headwaters and tributaries of 
the mighty Missouri River flow out of the 
western states of Colorado, Montana, Ne-
braska, North Dakota, South Dakota, and 
Wyoming. The streams, reservoirs, ponds 
and other water bodies that are part of the 
headwaters system are heavily depended 
upon by these states for their economic and 
ecological health.  These waters support 
and provide for agriculture, recreation, tour-
ism, wildlife habitat, irrigation, drinking wa-
ter, industry, power generation and live-
stock throughout these states.   

 
Montana State Weed Coordinator Dave 
Burch states, ñMontana rivers are the life-
line for agriculture, recreation and wildlife.  
They must be protected to ensure contin-
ued use and benefit of this most valuable 
resource.ò 
 
South Dakota State Weed Coordinator Ron  
Moehring adds, ñThe river system in South  
Dakota is the lifeblood of our economy, with 
agriculture and tourism being our two major  
industries.ò 

 

 
 

Our Top 5 
Most UNWANTED Plants 

Ecological:  

Noxious and invasive plants out-compete 

native vegetation 

Saltcedar uses huge amounts of water 

Wildlife habitat is altered 

Desirable forage is reduced or eliminated 

Water flow in the river channels is altered  

Economical:  

The 6 states involved in the Missouri River 

Watershed Coalition spend millions of dol-
lars annually to control noxious and inva-
sive weeds.  Landowners and managers 
are required to control noxious weeds on 
their property. 

Nebraska estimates it loses 115,000 acre 

feet of water per year to Saltcedar alone.  

Economic impacts include cost of monitor-

ing, mapping and control, water loss, rec-
reation & tourism losses. 

 
What is the cost of doing nothing?  
If left to spread, these invasives will create 
dense monocultures along our riparian and 
wetland areas, restricting access for irrigation, 
wildlife, and outdoor enthusiasts to the Mis-
souri River and its tributaries.   
Saltcedar will wipe out habitat currently being 
used by threatened and endangered species 
and will reduce the quantity and quality of wa-
ter.  The cost of control will only increase, as 
these invaders will not just go away. 
 

Saltcedar (Tamarisk)  
Habitat:  Thrives in any 
riparian area, consumes 
huge amount of water, 
and spreads quickly. 
One plant can produce 
500,000 seeds. 

 

Canada Thistle  
Habitat: This perennial is 
very aggressive in ripar-
ian areas, roadsides, 
pastures, cropland. 
Spreads by seed, roots 
and rhizomes. 

 

 

Purple Loosestrife  
Habitat:  Grows along 
rivers, streams, in and 
around any water 
source. 
Spreads by seed and by 
roots. 

 

 

Leafy Spurge  
Habitat:  Thrives in ripar-
ian areas, pastures, 
roadsides and CRP. This 
plant reduces livestock 
carrying capacity greatly. 
Spreads by seed, roots 
and rhizomes. 

 
 
Knapweed (Spotted, 
Diffuse, Russian)  
Habitat:  Grows on 
rangeland, meadows 
and roadsides. 
Spotted & diffuse repro-
duce by seed, Russian 
reproduces by rhizomes 
and seeds. 

Impacts of  
Noxious & Invasive Plants 

  Saltcedar on Nebraskaôs Lake McConaughy 


