CWMA Financial Support: Pulling Together Initiative

The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, in partnership with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau of Land Management, the USDA Forest Service, the USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, the Department of Defense Legacy Resource Management Program, and the Natural Resource Conservation Service, administers the Pulling Together Initiative, PTI, to fund projects involved with managing invasive and noxious plant species across the United States.


PTI applications are accepted from private non-profit organizations, local, county, and state government agencies, and from field staff of federal government agencies.  Individuals, for-profit businesses, and USDA staff are not directly eligible to receive PTI grants, but are encouraged to work with eligible applicants to develop and submit applications to PTI.  The grants are awarded annually and the work needs to take place within a 12-18 month time period.  PTI grants are financed by funds from federal agencies, which must be matched by cash or in-kind contributions from state, local, and private partners on at least a 1:1 basis.
The most successful PTI projects:

· focus on a particular well-defined Weed Management Area, such as a watershed, ecosystem, landscape, or county;
· are supported by private landowners, state and local governments, and the regional/state offices of federal agencies;
· have a project Steering Committee composed of local cooperators committed to working together to manage invasive and noxious plants;
· have a clear long-term weed management plan; and
· include a public outreach and education component.

Since 1998, PTI grants have provided an opportunity for organizations to initiate working partnerships, demonstrate successful collaborative efforts, and develop permanent funding sources for the maintenance of Weed Management Area partnerships across the country.  For more information about the PTI grant program please contact Ellen Gabel at 202-857-0166 or look online at www.nfwf.org.
