










Canada and Mexico
Canada has a similar system of protected areas, including wildlife areas, recreation areas, wilderness areas, 
ecological reserves, and national, provincial and regional parks. Mexico maintains a system of protected natural 
areas with funding from sources such as the Global Environment Fund channeled through the Mexican Nature 
Conservation Fund. In 1992, the President of Mexico established the National Commission for the Knowledge 
and Use of Biodiversity (conabio) to coordinate conservation and research efforts designed to preserve biological 
resources. conabio focuses on research, sustainable use and public awareness.
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Biodiversity in North America

1. Home to grizzly bear, caribou, and 
 wolves, Banff National Park in Alberta, 
 Canada protects biodiversity in the  
 Canadian Rockies.
2. Beautiful waterfalls and groves of giant 
 sequoias - among the world’s largest living  
 things - are found in Yosemite National 
 Park in California.

3. Millions of visitors are attracted to 
 Yellowstone National Park for its famous 
 geyser, Old Faithful, and its diverse 
 wildlife including wolves, trumpeter   
 swans, bison and grizzly bear.
4. Monarch butterflies migrate to the forests 
 of the Monarch Butterfly Special Biosphere 
 Reserve in Michoacan, Mexico to spend 
 the winter months.

5. Acadia National Park protects some of 
 Maine’s natural treasures including   
 spectacular coastline, mountains,   
 woodlands and lakes.
6. Mangroves in Florida’s Everglades   
 National Park serve as nurseries for 
 a multitude of marine species and as 
 habitat for alligators and sea birds.
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What you can do to help
Because most people around the world live in cities, it is easy for us to forget the origin of our resources. But 
cities and the people in them depend on giant tracts of land for food, water, transportation, clothes, wood for 
construction and many other needs. The average U.S. citizen relies on 25 acres (the size of 25 football fields) to 
support her or his lifestyle. However, worldwide, the biologically productive space available per person is only 5.4 
acres. This is referred to as an “ecological footprint.” To determine your footprint, visit <www.epa.vic.gov.au/
ecologicalfootprint/calculators/default.asp> on the Internet.

While it may sound like an overworked message, it is true that the individual actions we all take make a 
difference when it comes to conserving biodiversity. You’ve already taken one step in the right direction by reading 
this booklet. Other steps include:

Live a more sustainable life:

 Walk, bike, carpool and/or take public transportation. 

   Recycle. Take your own bags and containers to the grocery store and  
 to restaurants when you order to go. Take your own mug to the  
 coffee shop. 

   Compost. Much of our organic waste does not need to fill up landfills.

   Conserve water. Water your lawn at night and take shorter showers.

   Purchase food and wood products made from crops and trees that are  
 grown and harvested in a sustainable manner. 

   Grow a pollinator-friendly garden in your backyard or school grounds.  
 Plant species native to your area.

Continue to read, ask questions and visit museums, botanical gardens, zoos  
 and aquariums, which sponsor educational programs. 

Contact your state invasive weed and plant officials to learn how you can  
 help stop the spread of these pests. Don’t plant exotic plants and seeds 
 in your gardens. 

Share what you learn with your children, your parents, your coworkers, your  
 friends and your neighbors. 

Support biodiversity conservation efforts.

Travel, learn and engage people from other cultures to gain an appreciation of how they value, protect and 
 depend on biodiversity.

Consider careers in biodiversity sciences and policy such as marine biologist, field ecologist, zoologist,  
 environmental lawyer, environmental educator, environmental economist, and many others.

Each of us makes choices that will affect generations to come. The future of  
Earth’s biodiversity  depends on those choices.
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Where to go  
for more  
information

Local and Regional Biodiversity.
City zoos, botanical gardens, science 
museums, local chapters of national  
and state conservation 
organizations, national forests  
and wildlife refuges, Bureau of  
Land Management, state and 
national parks.

For additional information please 
contact Smithsonian Institution 
Monitoring & Assessment of  
Biodiversity Program at: 
1100 Jefferson Drive SW  
Suite 3123 
Washington, D.C. 20560-0705 
202.633.4793 (tel) 
202.786.2557 (fax)

This publication is also available 
through: <www.si.edu/simab>

 

North American Biodiversity 
Animal Diversity Web  
Canadian Nature Federation 
Center for Marine Conservation 
Defenders of Wildlife 
Mexican Biodiversity Commission 
Mexican Nature Conservation Fund 
National Audubon Society 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
National Invasive Species Council 
National Wildlife Federation 
Natural Resources Defense Council  
The Nature Conservancy 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
U.S. Geological Survey 
U.S. National Marine Fisheries Services 
The Wilderness Society 
The Wildlands Project 
Wildlife Conservation Society  
World Wildlife Fund, U.S.

Other organizations interested in biodiversity:

Global Biodiversity 
Association for Tropical Biology and Conservation 
Conservation International 
Convention on Biological Diversity, Secretariat 
Ecological Society of America 
The World Conservation Union  
Latin American Alliance Biodiversity Overview 
Marine Conservation Biology Institute 
Society for Conservation Biology 
United Nations Environment Programme 
Virtual Library of Ecology and Biodiversity
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