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Background Japanese stiltgrass (Microstegium vimineum)
IS an invasive annual grass found in a variety of forest and
wetland habitats throughout the eastern US. It is very
common along unpaved forest roads, where it benefits from increased light and
disturbance. Pennsylvania has over 40,000 km of unpaved forest roads, many of which
are surfaced with limestone gravel. Development of the Marcellus shale gas fields will
require construction of at least 6000 km of additional unpaved roads.

Soll sampling
*Four transects laid perpendicular to each road. On each side of the road, soll
samples collected from top 5 cm of soill at O, 1, 2, 3, 5, 10, and 25 m from the
road edge.
eSamples oven-dried at 110° C, passed through a 2-mm screen, made into a
5:1 slurry with deionozed water and measured for pH.
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Study Site Bald Eagle State Forest and Rothrock State Forest
are second-growth oak-hickory forests in central Pennsylvania
(USA), in ridge and valley topography. Soils are derived from
shale and sandstone and are acidic.
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